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1.  A group of industry representatives convened by BIMCO recently drafted the 
Declaration on Suppression of Piracy (https://www.bimco.org/ships-ports-and-voyage-
planning/security/gulf-of-guinea-declaration-on-suppression-of-piracy) 
In accordance to industry sources the aim is to speak plainly about the piracy problem in 
the Gulf of Guinea and get all the stakeholders involved to address the real problems, with 
effective solutions, on behalf of the seafarers. So far, almost 100 maritime companies, 
organisations and flag states, including BIMCO, have signed the Gulf of Guinea Declaration 
on Suppression of Piracy, which was launched on 17th May 2021.  

2. Statistical data indicate that in 2020, 135 crew were kidnapped from their ships 
globally, with the Gulf of Guinea accounting for over 95% of the crew numbers kidnapped. 
The pirates launch their attacks from the Niger Delta, where they also subsequently hold 
their hostages. It is therefore imperative that non-regional countries provide the necessary 
assets on a rotation basis, and that one or more states in the area support the effort with 
logistics and prosecution of arrested pirates. Allegedly, the Declaration does not aspire to 
provide the long-term solution to the piracy problem but to help make seafarers safe today. 

3. According to the content of the Declaration the signatories firmly believe that 
piracy and attempts at kidnapping are preventable through active anti-piracy operations and 
that by the end of 2023 the number of attacks by pirates can be significantly reduced. During 
its session from 5 to 14 May 2021, the Maritime Safety Committee of the International 
Maritime Organization (IMO) also discussed Gulf of Guinea piracy. The launch of the Gulf 
of Guinea Declaration on Suppression of Piracy is therefore a timely expression of the 
maritime industry’s call for further action, through a wide range of collective efforts, to end 
piracy urgently in the Gulf of Guinea. 

4. Maritime Activities Consultants S.A. is closely following IMO diplomatic 
efforts  since 2005, focusing on piracy off the coast of Somalia, in the Gulf of Aden and the 
wider Indian Ocean, and provides respective updated technical guidance to International 
Registries and shipping companies based upon regulatory developments.   
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